


GOKULA 


The monthi, ia mnegaz ad for chileraih) 




















Vol.IX. No. 11 


OF all created things, the loveliest 
And most divine are children. 
= William Canton 





May 1997 


Dear Children, 


pee. The last of the exams is over. It's now time to rush to the school 
Y office not for the results, but to get the attestation on rallway 
‘concession forms, 

"To Delhi and Agra,” says Seema, "My cousins 
lve in Delhi.” 

“We ate going to Pune.My Grandparents live 
there," says Rahul, 

‘And someone is going to Gummudipoondi, which 
too, sounds interesting. 

‘Alucky few are even going overseas. 

But there is nothing to beat a train journey. 


seat, if you are lucky enough to spot a vacant one. 
Itis alot of fun making friends on the train especially 
while on a long distance journey, Total strangers soon 
become good friends. We play games together, share 
‘snacks and chat, \ 
‘No amount of surting the net(internet) or getting hooked 
tothe cartoon network can substitute the pleasures of a train journey. 
{tis a great joy looking out at the green fields or watching the sun or the moon 
rage.along with us as the train picks up speed. 





Yu can read about Ooty, Kodai or Simla. 
‘You can see the whole world in due course on T.V. 
But being there is different, and the experiance is thrilling. Nothing like it 


ive, 
\ysaae- 


Editor. 


ee 


ec BOX 


[cs | Dear Editor, 
53 Thanks to Nelina 
eS K. Toms for, ‘WHICH 
1S THE FARTHEST 
Ee NEPTUNE OR 
PLUTO?’ The ‘ICE 
NO.5' was very inter- 

esting. 

B.N. resnrali 
jed 12), 
tha Sadana School, 
Mysore - 570 004. 








Dear Editor, 


© I'm a regular reader of 
Gokulam, | liked the theme of 
the Gokulam March issue, 
“Across the Universe”. | love 
the Universe, the Stars, Plan- 
ets, Satellites and every- 
thing. | especially liked the 
comic, “The Story of Stars” 
because a lot of information 
regarding stars is given in 
this story. | also liked the se- 
rials ‘REVOLUTION’ and 
‘THE MYSTERY OF THE 
MISSING PAINTING’. | do 
not miss even one episode. 
Tejasvi D, 

New Mumbai - 


400 703.+ Marc! 


Dear Editor, 
(21 | liked the March "97 issue 
‘of Gokulam very much. The 
comics, column on ‘Stars and 
Satellites’, ‘Age Detector’, 
‘Make your own cloud, and 
‘Revolution’ were all very inter- 
esting. 
| have a suggestion, why 
don't you start a column on 
‘Ancient culture’ for all those 
who want to know more about 
History. 
Jiten K.Jhakke 
‘Smt.Vidyaben High School, 
Mulund, Mumbai. 





Dear Editor, 
4 | like Appu and Kuku and 
Star Riders. The story, Bovine 
Mother in April'97 issue written 
by Anuradha Khathi Rajivan, 
was superb and very interest- 
ing, too. My mother, father and 
my brother also enjoyed it. 
Congratulations to “Anuradha”. 
M. Kalyani (aged 13), 
K.VALLT, 
Chennai - 36. 





Dear Editor, 

© I'ma regular reader of 
Gokulam and enjoy it, too. | 
liked the Undir Story and the 
poem ‘The Bus Stop’ in the 
sue. | feel that those 





Oe 


who write Stories, Articles, etc, 
should add new words in it by 
locating them in their diction- 
ary. 
R. Madhumitha (aged 9), 
Padma Seshadri Bala 
Bhavan, Chennai - 600 078. 


Dear Editor, 
53 | have read ‘Gokulam' March 
"97 issue and found it very in- 
teresting for children like me. | 
liked Stories, Cricket Mania, 
Age detector, Riddles and 
Jokes. The Article ‘Which is 
farthest-Neptune or Pluto?’ 
was also superb. Convey my 
thanks to Nelina K. Toms of 
Mysore for this article. 
| liked the suggestion of 
Master Sunil Srinivasan of 
Mumbai to start a new column 
on cricket as | too, am a cricket 
fan. 
Girishkumar Sahani, 
Ahmedabad. 


Oger Editor, 
Ceiililike reading Gokulam. My 
mother prefers Gokulam to all 
other children's magazine. 
There are so many things for 
us to learn from it. In March '97 
issue, | liked ‘Mystery of the 
Missing Painting’, 'Pets Galore’ 
and ‘A Natural Wonder’. 
M.S.Santhosh (aged 12), 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Kerala. 


Zeguinieaw wala” 


STUDENTS 
HOUSEWIVES &- 
EMPLOYEES 
anybody can learn this 
interesting and useful course 
(Age 6 to 60) 
Come on! Write your address 
and put a 2/-Rs. Stamp inside 
the cover, mail it, for details 


LA 


Ad. ARTCOURSE 1 
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Boat- Rides and Storms 
Earn While You Learn- 
Japanese style 

‘The Broken Mirror 


VIEWPOINT. 
COMPUTERS-The Internet- 


STORIES 


Pumpkins forthe Emperor 
‘ARReason to Live 

No Work is too Small 

‘The Greatest of them All 
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Revolution -Serial 
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eane knows for sure 
‘when" and "how" chess 
was discovered, And God 
only knows "Who" discovered 
chess: 

However the majority of 
historians agree that chess was 
born in India in the middle of the 
sixth century. 

Chess is said to be derived from 
‘a.game called Chathuranga. It was 
played with dice and the element 
of luck played a more dominant 
part than that of skill 

CHATHURANGA means four 
divisions of the army: Ratha 
(Chariot), GAJA (Elephant), 





THURAGA (Horse) and PATHATHI 
(Goldiers). All these divisions were 
sed while fighting a war. All these 
four divisions stil existin the game 
of chess. Only their names have 
changed. 


A ince chess travelled from 
»> India to Europe via Persia, 

chariots have come to be 
known as bishops (In Europe, bish- 
ops were the church heads and 
had a big say in the affairs of the 
state); elephants as castles 
(where the kings lived safely); 
horses as knights (knights were 
army officers who used to travel on 
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horses) and 
soldiers as pawns. 
There is an interesting story 
about the sage who is said to have 
discovered chess. 


F nce upon a time, there 
@ lived a cruel king who tor- 
z tured people. He thought 
Aothing was impossible for him. A 
sage approached him once and 
advised, “O Rajah! Do not think you 
all powerful. Without the sup- 
art of other people you cannot sur- 
We." The proud and anary Rajah 
shouted, "Now, you prove this or 
you die.” 

The sage then brought him a 
game of chess, wherein the entire 
army struggled and sacrificed 
themselves in order to save their 
king 


The king was much im- 

pressed by the game. He 

LJ wanted to give the Sage a 

gift, He said, "O Rishi! You can ask 
GOKULAM Mey'97 





for anything you want 
and | shall give it to 
you.” 

The sage humbly 

said, “Forget it my 
King, you cannot 
give what | want.” 
“There is noth- 
ing that | cannot 
do or give, you 
fool!” roared the 
king. 

The sage humbly replied, “Then 
cover the squares of this chess 
board in the following way: Place 1 
rice grain on the first square, 2 
grains on the second square, 4 on 
the third, 8 on the fourth and soon." 

The king thought that this sage 
was a big fool as he did not ask for 
gold or jewellery. It is going to be 
only a few grains of rice thought 
the king 

He ordered his men to fulfil the. 
sage's wish. 

Within a few hours the men re- 
tured with hung heads to inform 
the king that even the entire stock 
of grains in the godowns of the 
kingdom were not sufficient to 
fulfil the sages wish. The Rajah 
asked for forgiveness from the 
sage. 

Can anyone of you calculate the 
exact number of grains required to 
fulfill the sage’s wish? Try to find 
out the answer, It can be fun. 


K.Murali Mohan, 
Chennai-24 
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‘ome on, let's go! It's get- 
ting late.” | urged my 
parents and sister to 
hurry up. We were in 

Calcutta for our summer vacation 
and our plan for the day was to go 
boating. | was really excited as | 
love boating and that was one 
thing | was looking forward to in hot 
Calcutta. 

Finally, we stepped out ofthe air- 
conditioned rooms of our guest- 
house, into the hot and damp Cal- 
cutta weather . We had hired a car 


to take us around the city. As we 
stepped into the car my father 
looked at the sky and said, "Hey, 
look! The sky is quite cloudy and it 
looks like it's going to rain. And if it 
does, none of the boats will set sail 
Maybe we should just go back.” 









sighed. Nobody was inter- 
ested in the boat ride except 
me and my sister. But our driver 
Came to my rescue and said, "No % 
Sir, The boats are sailing today." 
Now it was my father’s turn to sigh. 

‘All right,” he said reluctantly. 
Soon we were on our way to the 
River Hoogly. 


y the time we reached the 
river, the sky was filled 
with huge, dark clouds. 
Now my mother jooked at the sky 








and said, "I really think we should 
turn back. What if we get caught!n 
the rain. And then we will be ship- 
wre... no boat-wrecked. We'd all 
drown and d...” she was cut short 
by our excited voices saying. “No!” 
in unision. 


“Do you want a boat-ride, Sir?” 

pasked a boatman walking up tous. 

“There are four of us, How much 

> will it cost?” 

“Well, for four people | charge 
Rs, 90. And mind you, it's a really 
good boat. The ride will last for half 
an hour." 

My father was about to retort at 
the high price when he caught my 
mother's warning glance. He 
agreed to the price and we entered 
the boat. The boat was quite ordi- 
nary except that it had a canopy 


which could shelter four people. 
We sat outside as we wanted to 
enjoy the ‘beauty of nature’ 


on the boatman stepped 
into the boat and started 
rowing. | touched the wa- 


Ey 


ter, It was so much fun! Suddenly 
the boat swayed from side to side. 
Atfirst we just thought that the boat- 
man was doing it on purpose to 
create a little excitement. Then all 
of a sudden the boatman rushed 
to the other side of the boat and 
brought a long bamboo pole with 
‘a hook on one end. Using that he 
held on to @ buoy on the water and 
tied our boat to it with ropes. Con- 
cerned, my father asked the boat- 
man whether something was 
wrong, 








"Sir, the water is getting choppy. 
Ithas already started to rain. There 
is areal storm approaching. | sug- 
gest we anchor to this buoy until 
the storm abates,” he said. Hear- 
ing this my parents were a little 
afraid, But my sister and | were on 





top of the world. A real adventure! 
This was an opportunity not to be 
missed, 

At first my sister and | sat out- 
side the canopy while my parents 
sat inside it, But later as the rain 
lashed with increasing fury, we de- 
cided that it would be better to sit 
under the canopy. In order to scare 
my mother, | began muttering, 
“Well, if the boat does capsize we 
can swim ashore as we all know to 
swimming. Its just about 100 me- 
tres, Then again, if the current 
‘sweeps us ahead we might have a 
slight problem.” My sister joined in 
the light banter and added, “If the 
boat does not capsize and we are 
trapped here, then we could live 
on river-water, chewing-gum, pep- 
permints and packets of sauce,” 
naming the items that were in her 
handbag. This conversation con- 
tinued for some time when sud- 
denly my father exclaimed, "Look, 
the water in the boat is rising, I's 
about six inches now. My trousers 











began squeezing the water out of 
the bottom of his trousers. My 
mother looked quite petrified. We 
were about to start our very famous 
what-shall-we-do-if-we-are-ma- 
rooned conversation, when sud- 
denly the boatman announced that 
the rain had reduced considerably 
and we could return. | groaned with 
disappointment. My very well laid 
plans of a life on a marooned boat 
‘were completely shattered. 

By the time we reached the boat 
house it was 8:00 p.m. Tired and 
wet, we stumbled out of the boat 
and sat in the hiredcar with a huge 
sigh. Half asleep, we were depos- 
ited back at the guest-housé. 
Quickly changing our clothes, we 
had dinner and then submitted to 
the very pleasurable thing called 
‘sleep’. That night | had this dream 
of my family and me on an unin- 
habited island drinking river-water 
and living on sauce. 


Anuradha Narayan, (aged 12) 
‘Mumbai - 400 026. 





. Patient 1 : Hello! What problem hay 


you got? 


Patient 2: Ihave tuberculosis, it seems. 
Patient 1: Oh! That must be a very 


dangerous disease. 


Patient 2 : Pechaps yes. What is your 


problem? 
Patient 1 : Very minor. Just T.B!! 





10 


+ K. Keerthana Karumbaiah, 
(aged 14), Bangalore - 560 011. 
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@ Ifyou want to save 
your planet you've 
got t 

1, Save elec- 
tricity, 2. Recycle 
things, 3. Keep 
city clean, 4. 
Plant trees, 5 
Make friends, not 
foes, 6. Tell others 
also to keep their 
city clean and save 
energy. 

And remember 





what Ishwar Chan- 
dra. Vidhyasagar 
said : “Be proud of 


doing your own 
work.” © 
V. Shivashankar, Std Vill, St. 
Patrick's H.Sec. School, 
Pondicherry - 605 005. 


@ Shama K. Kamath cannot blame 
the manufacturers of the pencil 
boxes (March ‘97 issue). Itis the stu- 
dents who have to realise that the 
‘exams are not conducted just for 
marks but for testing the talents of 
thie students. They must realise that 
by copying, they are cheating them- 
selves. It takes several years to earn 
a good name and a second to ruin it. 
C.K. Chandrasekar, aged 14, 
‘Coimbatore - 641 002. 


@ There is an increasing aware- 
ness about the importance of pro- 
tecting animals. | would like to ask 
‘animal lovers’ who have reported 
seeing several instances of cruelty, 
if they have tried to stop the cruelty 


by advising the chil- 
‘dren who indulge 
in such acts. 
R. Sharadha, 
Std IX, Bhel 
Mat. Hr. Sec. 
School, 
Trichy _ 14. 


@ This is with 
reference to Jacin - 
tha Nadar's views 
(March '97). She says 
that books should 
be given to the 
children and their 
brooms taken 
away. But who will 
take care of their hunger? Do you 
agree with me readers? 
S. Aswin, S.M.K. School, 
Chennai - 600 020. 


@_Thisis with reference to Master 
C.K. Chandrasekar's letter (March 
'97). Graduates suffer a sad plight 
not due to lack of work. It is due to 
their need for a white-collared job. 
Why can’t these well-educated 
graduates start using the plough 
instead of a stack of files? Why can't 
these graduates ask Mother Earth 
for food, instead of pleading man- 
agers for work? Instead, of blaming 
our country, we must try to work in 
the country-side. This is absolutely 
the only way to overcome the pre- 
vailing state of poverty. Use the 
plough to ply through the unemploy- 

‘ment problem. 
R. Vignesh (aged 16), Sal 
636 00 
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IRBAL, Emperor 
‘Akbar's courtier and 
adviser was absent at 


absence. 

“T was invited co a feast, Your 
Majesty,” replied Birbal, 

“Oh, a feast! What was on the 
menu?” asked Akbar with much 
interest. 

“There was pullao, spicy 
vegetables, made of potato, 
cauliflower, jack fruit, brinjal and...” 
Even as Birbal was listing the items 
on the menu, Raja Man Singh 
intruded. 

“Excuse me, your majesty,” he 
4 









the Royal Court! 
‘The following day, Akbar 
asked him to explain his 


said and the Emperor began co talk. 
with him, Bitbal’s list of the menu 
remained incomplete, The Empegor 
‘was busy with matters of the Stade 
for several days 

‘One day, Akbar recalled Birbal’s 
incomplete menu and decided totest 
his memory and presence of mind. 











idenly turned to Birbal and 
asked, “And after that Birbal...2” 
ye wise and clever Birbal knew 
Emperor wanted. 
oy 7 GOKULAM 






“Nothing more but pumpkin, 
Your Majesty,” he replied promptly. 

Immensely pleased with Birbal’s 
presence of mind and memory, Akbar 
gave him a necklace studded with 
gems. 

On seeing this, the courtiers were 
astonished. They thought that their 
Emperor was extremely fond of 
pumpkins. ‘They too, wanted to 
please him and win his favour, 

‘The next day, several courtiers 
came with presents for the Emperor, 
Seeing them eager to offer their gifts, 
he asked each one of them what they 
had brought, 

“Your Majesty, Itis pumpkin, your 
choicest dish,” said one courtier 
‘opening the lid of the vessel he held. 





“Special pumpkin made by a 
Persian cook, your Lord,” said the 
next one. 


Similarly the others had also 
brought pumpkin dishes, some sweet 
and others spicy — what a variety it 
was! The Royal Court was filled with 
aroma from the pumpkins. 

‘The king was bewildered, 

“How do all of you know that I 
am fond of pumpkins?" he asked. 

“Your Majesty, we observed how 
pleased you were with Birbal 
yesterday when he mentioned 
pumpkins to you," said the courtiers 
in unison. 

Acthis, Akbar burst into laughter, 
“You are all jealous fools. It was not 
for the pumpkin, but for his wit, 
unfailing memory and presence of 
mind that he received the gift. You 
deserve punishment instead...” he 
chided them. 

The foolish courtiers stood 
silently, their heads bent down in 





Dr. M.Q. Khan 

















3, Who was the first cosmonaut? 





4. Which was the first animal to 


teach outer space? 
/ 5, Which i the frst artificial satel 
lite launched? 
6. Which was the first communi. 
cation satellite? 
I I I 7. Which was the first Indian. 
Satellite to be launched? 
4 


8. Which was India’s second 
satellite? 


9. Which satellite first relayed tel+ 





evision? 
1. Which is the largest comet? ‘A. Shapoorna (aged 11), 
D.M. School 
2. Which is the star nearest to Kuvempu nagai 
the earth other than the sun? Mysore - 570 023. 
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wanted to serve 
humanity at 
large, One day, a 
sage travelling 
across the land 
arrived in the vil- 
lage and several 
people gathered 
to see him as he 
was known for his 
wisdom. 

“Byery human 
being has a duty 
in life for which 
God has created 
him,” said the 
sage addressing 
the gathering. “It 
is not always 
easy to find out 
the purpose for 





an individual’s 
young man 
of twenty, 
was born in | | | 
a wealthy || | 
family. His father 
was a successful 
merchant and 
possessed a vane aE 
fortune. Anoop was 
extremely intelligent 
and resourceful in business. He existence, but sooner or later 
helped in further augmentinghis every person comes face to face 
family’s wealth. with destiny when he realises 
However, he was not satisfied the ultimate purpose of his life.” 
with just amassing wealth. He At this Anoop stoop up and 
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said, "Sur, human beings strive 
only for wealth. How many care 
for their fellow beings? If there 
were unselfish people, would 
there be such misery 917 
suffering in this world?” 

‘The sage replied, “My child, 
have you done nothing to help 
others?” 

“Apart from acquiring wealth 
for my family and myself, Lhave 
done nothing,” replied the youth. 

“A day shall come when you 
will surely find something to do 
and be proud of.” 


month later, Anoop had 

to travel to Jayanagar, 

a far off town for busi- 

ness reasons. After a 

week’s journey, he 

reached the outskirts of the 
town, Itwas late night. 


There, he 
found people 
running helter 
skelter in panic. 
— He stopped one 
of them and 
~ asked him the 

reason. He was 
\ informed that 

Y there wi a 
>. } forest fire raging 
Axa and the wind 

was blowing 

it towards Jaya- 

nagar, The fire 
would engulf the town once it 
crossed the adjoining valley. 

“But is there not a dam near 
the valley? If the wall could be 
broken down, the valley would 
be flooded and the town saved,” 
said Anoop. 

“Yes,” replied the forester. 
“But to reach the dam you have 
to risk falling in the path of the 
fire and if you survive that there 
is a risk of drowning after you 
breach the wall.” 

“I am willing to take the risk. 
‘Who amongst you dares to fol- 
low me?" cried Anoop and did not 
wait for a reply. 

He sprang across the forest at 
arapid speed almost half blinded 
by the thick smoke billowing 
around him and finally reached 
the wall of the dam. On turning 
around he was surprised to find 
Mey 17 GOKULAM 











that several foresters had fol- 
lowed him in spite of their fear 
of the fire. 

‘They set to work on the wall 
with hammer and pickaxe and 
after nearly half-an-hour, the 
wall cracked, and with the 
pressure of the water, literally 





tore apart. The sheer violence of 


the gushing water 
and the foresters 
and carried them along in its 
torrent. Outof sheer exhaustion 
Anoop fainted, 

When Anoop regained con- 
jousness and looked about 


vept Anoop 












ad 
his 


the towns people whom he 
saved, watching ove 
recovery, He was informed that 
the flood water had inundate 
the valley cutting off the town 
from the infe 
foresters were rescued from 
drowning, by the people, 











10; he and the 





uddenly a hush fell upon the 
crowd as the sage whom Anoop 
had met earlier, entered, 
My child,” said the sage. “A 
few months ago you said that 
your own life wa 
today you are a man who has 
saved several lives. Through 
your selfless daring you have set 
‘an example to the frightened 
forester 











s purposeless, 











Ravikumar, 
Velachery, Chennai-42 


GORULAM thoy 97 


him, he saw the grateful faces of 








wateh for Rs.20/ Teall it the 
wonder wateh, 

Gita: What's so wonderfiul? 
enever Look att L 
rift is still wo 








sg i i 
AY 
An nda visits the US. The 
host thew him aoa Forest an digs 
1200 feet. A network of eublex 
appear, 
rene 








000 





Some time later, the Indian 
takes the American to an tdi 
forest, But even alter digaing 2000 
feet nothing appears. So he con: 
cludes: See! | 
wad cellukar phones! 

indip K. Patil (aged 13), 
's High School, 
Ahmedabad - 380015. 
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an 2000) years ago 


















RERRAKG 
he day Sheela, our | 
cow, gave birth toa YY 
calf was a very happy : 
day. ; 
While I was feeding Sheela I 


some gas she came tight VE 
Narr” 


‘at my stomach, I jumped out 
When Sheeba was barely a 


of the cattle shed. She 

week old, we used to let her into. 
the kitchen. But soon she , 
started emptying the sambar 










followed me out and started 
licking me. That evening she 
gave birth to Sheeba, the calf. 
Sheeba is always sprightly 
and upto some mischief, She 
jumps and pounces on her own 
‘mother, If don’t brush her 
shiny smooth skin, she is restless 
and jumps on me. My pet cat . 
and she are good friends. pa Gis 
Sheba likes to carry her on her 4 f 
back for jolly rides around the.” everything that caught het eye, 
farm. My mother would be most 
surprised to see only empty 











20 Noy 97 GOK ULAM 











vessels. I would laugh and 
laugh throughly enjoying 
Sheeba’s pranks. 


N™ Sheeba is two B 
months old and we put 
her in the cattle shed. One 
evening, she came inside the 
house and went straight into 
dad's office room. ‘There, she 
(licked my father’s papers. That 
‘was the last straw! 






















‘Now, Sheeba is not allowed to he 
wander at her will in the house, PK. Ranjith Kumar, Std. V1, 
Hove playing with her syecraay The High Range School, 
and I know she loves me, too ‘Munnar - 685 612! 


What the troos wore one tree, 
‘And ail the sous one sea, 
And i that one tree 
Fell into that one sca, 
What « Big Splash 


{twill bot 
‘An old poom sont in by 
R. Suchitra Cagod 8) 
RBI Stolf Quarters School, 
Chanmat - 600 090 





EXPERIENCE 














] had been to the city of forms, walking their way to 
Osaka, in Japan, onan as- School. It was a visual feast 


signment, recently, The to see fair, chubby, smiling 
apartment |stayed in was and charming litte Japa- 
haar a eclicl nese children, eating 


FAD )! wae 


itl DI 


Siepierwe tule 























sugarcane 
enroute to 
school. They 

neatly re- 
moved the 
outer layer 
of the 
sugarcane 
with their 
sharp tiny 
teeth. 


KALA 


In the morn- 





ings, | could see Tomy 
|scores of chil- aston- 
dren, neatly- ishment, 
dressed in they col- 
their uni- lected the sugarcane husk in 
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a small polythene bag tied 


around their necks! | 
admired the chil- 
dren's civic sense. 
Not one piece of husk 
was thrown on the 
road! But, soon | 
was utterly dis- 
mayed! The 
children, in- 
stead of empty- 
ing the sugarcane 
husk into the 
nearby dustbin, 
went straight into 
their school. 

In the 
evening, 
was sur- 
prised to 
see the 
same group 
of children coming 
out from school with beauti- 
ful tiny baskets and flower 
vases made from sugarcane 
husk, Out of curiosity, | fol- 
lowed them at some dis- 
tance, only to find them sell- 
ing their creations to a way- 
side hawker, 

The money so earned, 

















dren to buy more sugarcane. 
How wonderful! Japanese 
children learn the practice 
of earning and spending at | 
avery early age. This per | 
haps is the reason why 
Japan is one of the leading 
countries in the world, 


| 





: M.Rafi Ahmed, 
was being used by the chil- Cumbum 2625 518 
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y father used to tell me many 

stories about what he did in his 
childhood. This is one such story that 
made me laugh. 

‘Once, when my granny had gone out 
for some shopping, my father and his 
brother started fighting. During their 
fight, my father accidentally broke a 
mirror, When granny returned, my father 
went up to her and said rather cheekily, 





‘Beggar : Sir, you always give 
rme Rs. 10/~ but today, you 
have given only Rs. 5/-, Why? 
Man : I'm now a married 
‘man and rust look after my 
wife! 

After several months — 
Beggar : You hove given 
‘me only Rs. 2/- instead of 
Rs. 5/- 

‘Man : Iveasontotoke core 
of. 





EXPERIENCE 


“Mama, for so long our mirror reflected 
only one image of the person standing 
before it but now, you can see several 
reflections of the same person.” 

Atfirst my granny did not understand 
anything. Butwhen she wentin and saw 
the cracked and broken mirror she 
—* what he said, 


“BROKEN 


y-she excused 
him for his sense of humour and for 
teling the truth about having broken the 
mirror! 


T. Archana (aged 10), 
National English School, 
Chennai - 86 





The next yeor— 
Beggar : | con't believe It 
Today you'e giving me only 
cone rupee. 

Man : "mnow father of wo 
chidren 

Beggar : (rising up ongrihh 
How dare you run your fomily 
with my money! 






Preethi (aged 13), 
‘Aurangabod. 
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ral in the 
American 
army was getting some logs of 


wood shifted from one place to I 
another, They were so heavy ! 
that his men could not lift. He 

did not help them. He shouted "0 time the logs were at their 


a fo te, "destination. While leaving 
a bee for delaying the opera- See man cs te oo 
Just thenagentleman who oral to for him when- 
was passing by stopped and €?T his men needed any help. J 
usked the corporal why he was ‘Who are you?” asked 
not helping them. the Corporal. _& 
“Do you know who I _Pat came the reply, “I 
am?” asked the corporal. 2% George Washington, the 
“T am a.corporal.” General of this army. 


“Tsee,” the man replied. Poornima -A (aged 14), 
Nerolled up his sleevesand 44 IX, St. Joseph School, 
heqan to help the men. In Hosur. 





jow old are you? 
‘m twelve. 
fou're well built for your age. 
Ravi : | ought fo be. My father is an architect. 
S. Rahul, Chennai - 33. 
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Ne ae 


e usually 
W associate camels 
with the desert; 
but camels can live both 
in hot and cold deserts! 
Single - humped 
camels are found in hot 
deserts and double - 
humped camels in the 
cold deserts. 
These creatures are 
well-adapted to desert- 





life. The soles of a prevents the heavy 
camel's feet are animal from sinking into 
cushioned with an the loose sands of the 


elastic-like padding. This desert. When this animal 











BUT saA SIDE 





There are six differ- 
ences between the two 
pictures. How soon 
can you spot them? 
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runs, it throws its legs 
into the air awkwardly. 
In fact, the name ‘camel’ 
derives from the Sanskrit 
word ‘Kreluck’, which 
means ‘throw away legs’! 
Itis called ‘Kremal'in 
Greek. The Chinese call 
it ‘Fongyko' - meaning 
‘animal with feet of wind’ 
The camel's hump has 
a huge lump of fat, 
When oxidized, fat 
produces water, which 
flows into the 
blood-stream. From there, 
28 


itis drawn to the stomach 
to moisten food and help. 
digestion. 

An adult camel weighs 
around 650 kgs. It can 
live up to forty years, but 
can be used for hard 
work, only up to the age 
of twenty. 

A baby camel is born 
after a year of gestation. 
Camel milk is rich in 
chloride. 





Kumaravel, 
Veterinary College, 
Namakkal. 
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Pet= Pals i 
wanted a cat. Cats are cute 
and playful and they can live 
inside with you. One day, my 
mom and I saw a'picture ofa 

cat in the newspaper. It was a 

striped cat with brown eyes and 

abushy tail. [liked it very much. 

Itwas named Carpenter. 


TS 


After getting Dad's per- 
mission to adopt a cat, we 
| went to the animal shelter. 


‘We looked for other cats. We 











SF 
saw one that had been adopted 
dvoweeks ago, but brought back 
\jepcause the girl in the family 
(was allergic to cats. It was a 












But, to my dismay someone 
had already taken him home. 


(f 





lovely gray and white kitty, 
about three months old. We 
gave her a ball and she went 
under a shelf to getit. She was 


friendly and playful. 
We had to get some things 
first—a litter box, and a food 
bowl, and a Pet Taxi to carry her 
home in, Then we went back to 
the animal shelter to pick her up 
and take her home. We had to 
sign some papers saying we 
would take her to the 
veterinarian to get her shots and 
take good care ofher. They gave 
us a collar for her. Then they 
told us that her name was Puff. 
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"We could change it if we wanted 








to, and I wanted to change it, hul_nisghy, and she soon learned that 
p, it seemed like Puff was « oor! ould jump up'on our beds 
?* name for her. and curl up at our feet. 


We brought her to our house. Ihave had Puff for more than 
\ for the first time. . She looked a year and have had a lot of fun 
around all the rooms, and ate with her, Ina way, I’m glad Carg 
some food. She checked out ier pearer wasn't there when we 
\ litter box, and seemed to know went toget him, Thope he for 
what to do with it. She was « a fwmily who loves him as muel 
little scared the first night, and as | love Puff. 
stayed under a dining-room te 
chair, I went and got her a soft Christy Anne Kay’ 
and warm baby blanket to sleep (aged 6), 
on. During the night she was IL, U.S.A - 62025 
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‘ere’s a simple and easy method to make your own tiny 
tortoise. 
You will need: 
1) Half a shell of a large walnut 
2) A piece of cardboard 
'3) Paint, peneil, scissors and fevicol, 


41) Lay the half shell of the walnut on a 
piece of cardboard. 

2) Drawa line with your pencil round 
the edge of the walnut shell, 

3) Now, remove the shell, 

‘Add with your 

pencil a 

y head, tail 


four legs to 
the outline on the. 
cardboard. 
4) Paint these 
land the walnut 
shell 
5) After the paint dries, cut along 
the outline of the tortoise and paste 
it to the walnut shell. Leave to dry 
land harden. 
6) Bend the cardboard head slightly 
lupwards, and the legs downwards. 
Now your toy toroise is ready! 
Go ahead and make several tortoises. You 
‘can paint them in different colours too. Sur- 
prise your family and friends by giting them, 
a set of bright coloured tortois 
P. Aparna 
K.V, Golconda School, Hyderabad - 4 
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fin somes 
ML NEVER Garton 
SLUTRERT ANYTHING. 


D) ois Non REL ease ALP 
© BUEN PIES You 
re ere? YO 











LEARN To ENgoy NATURES 
BOUNTY WITHOUT DESTROYING, 
'T; YOUNG MAN! 











RHYMES 


and 


ils 


sking rid- 
dies isthe 


‘quiz time’. A 
puzzling state- 
ment or a ques- 
tion, sometimes 
in the form of a 
rhyme, isa riddle, 

Riddles are 
also called ‘Co- 
nundrums’ 

Some of them 
are based merely 
(on puns, “When is 
adoor nota door?". 
The answer is : "When itis a - jar’. 
Other riddles point out an une) 















pected likeness between unrelated 
things, "Why isa pencil like a funny 
story?. The answer is : “They both 
have a point.” 


oday we take riddles rather 

lightly, as a form of amuse. 
ment. But in olden days people 
took riddles rather seriously, An- 





cient oracles were in the form of 
riddles, Advice was given in the 
form of riddles, Kings used to send 
messages in the form of riddles. 
This serious form of riddles was 
known as ‘Enigma.’ 





Teacher: Why don’t you write more 
clearly? 
Student: Because, then you'd know 


that | can't sf 
G. Rajesh (aged 14), 
Reddy Jaina Sangha Highar School, 
Bangalore, 


Mey’ GOKULAM! 





Greeks and Romaris 
contests at their feasts anc 
sented lauref wreaths to i 
ners. At times, a man’s life 
pended on his ability o answer a 
riddle correctly! 





na famous Greek myth, © 
had to answer the nidsiie pu: 





child, walks erect on two legs as 
an adult, and uses a cane in his 
cid age.” Since the riddle was 
solved by him the Sphinx jumped 
down in fury and killed herself. 
Ridales appear in the Bible, too, 
At Samson's wedding feast a rid- 
dle contest was held and the 
Queen of Sheba asked King Solo- 











‘.Whichistheleast dangers kie of rob- 
» bery? 
Safe robbery. 
6, What goes up when the rin comes 
down? 
Umbrelias. 





7. Which is the smallest brig 
© world? 
‘The bridge of your nose. 





2. What slack and whit and ead all 
ove? ‘ 
Amewspaper. 







8. To whom does every man take o 
hishat? Ney 


The barber. 
10. When the cloth strikes thirteen 
wit time sit? * fe 
Time to get it fixed. =A 





ward by the Sphinx—a rnon 
half lion and half lady: 
‘on four legs in the mo: 
at noon and on thr y 
evening?” Oedipu 
*Man_ crawls on 10 








Val nov 












Rit 
Ruchika: Why? 

Riff: Because your name keeps slipping. 
from my-head- 

© oM, Zainaba Rumana, (aged 8), 

HL Std, Mangalore. 





1 am going to call you “banane 
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mon @ number of riddles. Many of 
the famous nursery rhymes are in 
the form of riddles; too. Humpty 
Dumpty is the riddle of a broken 
e99. 





wo or three 
Get the dict 









ple can play this game. Use coloured counters and dice. 
ing, Get set, go! Throw 1 to start. 


Developed by Lalitha from an idea sent in by 
E.Siva Subramaniam, VII-A. DTEA, New Delhi - 110058, 
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A TURN! ‘Sons 
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awhile. Koala shoul as ‘ko-ai 


These cuddly 


la’, extending 
‘animals o 











ple often refer to these animals as koala 
bears. But jong to the 
bear family 


+ An Adult koala porchad on 
perched on eucalyptustree, 

We can recognize koalas by 
their large head and body, re 
semling a bear, Adult koalas 
measure 70-90 cm from head to 

foot, weigh 15-18 kg. They live up 
to twelve years. They have a thick 
coat of ash-gray fur with shades of 
brown scattered on their upper body 
‘andyellowish-white on their hind quar: 
ers, They have no tails, Their somewhat 
rounded noses are stubby and promi 
and are without any fur. The most impor 
tant feature of koalas is their ‘hand! with 
five fingers’. These fingers are referred 
to as toes, two on one side of the palm 
and three on the other This kind of toe 
‘organization helps them to grip trees be’ 
ter and climb them with speed. 
Baby koalas, soon alter their birth, are 
minute and immediately crawl on their 





‘own, into the pouches of their mothers 
The young ones also known as ‘joes’ (Ii 
kangaroo babies) stay in the pouches fo 
6-12 months. Atthe end of twelve months 
they leave the 

pouches perma- 
ently, but re 
main clinging to 
the backs of 
their mothers 
for some more 





* Distribution 
‘of koalas 


time, Koalas are slow breeders. They nor 
mally give birth to one baby at atime; twins 
are rate 

Koalas are fussy eaters. They live on 
eucalyptus trees and only feed on tender 
leaves. They choose leaves with great 
care. They feed actively during the nig) 
and sleep in the day. They seldom drink 
water since enough is available to them 
from eucalyptus leaves (fifty per cent of 
the eucalyptus leat is water), 

Though docile, they ate good tree 
climbers, Most of the time, they remain 
perched on eucalyptus trees, clinging to 
branches, and are reluctant to descer 
to the ground. They, however, come down 
tolick the earth occasionally itis believed 
that they do $0 for digestion! 

Biologists consider the koala to be 
more closely related to the wombat an- 
other Australian marsupial 

Koalas are friendly, beautiful and cud 
dly animals. They do not attack humans. 
Their softfur, overall shape ike a bal, and 
white patches around their eyes 











sar'sback- 
goay etinging onto 


’ 





them the darling of any visitor toa natural 
area oF forest or 200. 

Bul, today, koalas are an endangered 
species tis believed that nearly two mil 
lion koala skins were exported ftom Aus- 
tralia. Much effort is placed on the pro- 
tection of these animals now. Isnt it sad 
that these appealing itle creatures are 


being destroyed by man? 
Ramya Raman, Orano Heights 
Public School, Australia. 
Courtesy: Western plains 

Zoo, Dubbo, Australia. 








i Hari's mom was expecting. 
BEAN guest that evening- 


i} ‘Hari, will you y 
fetch some beetle 
leaves and bananas 


from-the nearby shop. 








No! There aren't 
any. You may 
take thes 

ake these it you | 
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Just then a van arrives- 








[-he dosen't sell that 
many and they are 
all spoiling. What 
does he do with 


order so 
many 

















Hari and Shag cross the road 
and get to the other side. 
Suddenly- 




























Look Shag! Power of star- 
‘They are loading the over-ripe ‘ings guide, 
‘bananas int the Van. ‘me! 
Let's follow it. 
4“ 
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truck stops by 
that lonely hut 
near the sea. 











‘two deaths last Ne 
week andthe Se) 
lice are on t ae 

poltook out « ee 
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.»- and flies to the police station 





























So... you have been —~ 
using this shop as a cover for 
your illegal activities 























GOKULAM May? 





ing Bhishen of Mahipur 
had grown old, He had 
ruled for'several years 


and now, wanted to re- 
tire. In the court, one day, he ex- 
pressed his desire to leave his 
kingdom to one of his three sons 

“But Sire,” asked one of his 
courtiers, "Whom will you make 
your successor?" 

“Yes,” joined another. “All the 
three princes are equally brave 
and skilled.” 

“I suggest, Sire," said the third, 
“that you hold a test." 

“Yes, Yes!” agreed everyone. 
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THE GR 
OF THEM ALL 





EATEST 


“And so it was that the very next, 
day, King Bhishen summoned his 
‘sons to court. - 

“My sons,” he told them, "[ 
wish to go to the jungles an@ 
meditate in my last days. So, 8 
want to make one of you the next 
king of Mahipur, | wish to put fortt? 
a question to you. Tell me what is 
the best deed you've ever done? 

The eldest son, Rakesh, spol 
first. 

“Dear father,” he said, “I on 
saved a child from drowning 
though at that time, I myself kné 
very little swimming.” 
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“Well done!” cried the pleased 
king, while his courtiers clapped 
in appreciation, 

“J once shared my food with a 
hungry old man in the midst of a 
thick forest,” boasted Naresh, the 
second son. He too, was greeted 
with loud applause. 

The third son, Mahesh, how- 
ever, remained silent when his 
turn came. The king was furious 
at the silence. 





ou scoundrel,” he 
yelled at his son. "Have 
you done no good 
deed in your whole life? 
You have no right tolive in my king- 
‘dom, You are banished!" 

‘As Mahesh, turned to leave, 
many of the king's courtiers stood 
up and spoke almost at once. 

“Do not be hasty dear King! 








rince Mahesh is great indeed! 
He helped me build my home,” 
said one courtier. 

“if it wasn't for him, my son 
would have been dead by now," 
said another. 

. "Prince Mahesh financed my 
daughter's marriage," said, yet 
another courtier, 

"He gave me money to treat my 
ailing mother." 

King Bhishen was moved. The 
‘Rajguru’ stood up to speak. 

“The persan who does noble 
deeds but does not claim them, 
is indeed the noblest and great- 
est of all"he said. “Mahesh alone 
is fit to be the king.” 

King Bhishen apologized to his, 
third son and named him his suc- 
cessor. 

Anant. S. Kamath 
Trivandrum, 





siSaishubha, Sis Vi, WOM School, Karnataka] 
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pay 





ned raae 
‘Sumanta Ranjal Pal, 








West Bengal - 741 235. 





S. Meena (aged 7), 
LP \ sta il, NBWS School, 
Mumbal - 86. 
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i JS t was a hot afternoon and most of the 


A inmates of the forest had retired to the 
| JL) cooiness oftheir homes foran afternoon 
= nap. Bondu the monkey too, was relax- 


ing on a branch of a tree fanning him- 
self with a leat. 

“Whew! he exclaimed, "How hot it is!”. He climbed down 
for a drink of water at the nearby flowing river. He saw the 
fishes happily swim by. 

“How cool and comfortable they are inspite of the heat,” 
he observed. "Why don't | swim, to0? I'l beat the heat that 
way. 

‘And Bondu went deeper in. “Ahhh, So cool and refresh- 
" He saw Aar the friendly rabbit come out of his house, 

“Aar!" Bondu called, “Look at me Come and join me, 
It's coo! and fun.” 

‘Aar hopped upto the river to see Bondu, “You don't know 
swimming! What are you doing in there? Come out before 
you are in danger,” he warned, 

"We monkeys are ancestors to humans. If human beings 
can swim, so can I,” replied Bond. 

“But they learn under an expert's guidance. Bondu, come 
out or you may be in trouble," Aar persisted. 
"Pooh!" Bondu carelessly remarked as he went in deeper. 
Aar shookhis head sadly and hopped away. Bondy shouted 





after him : “In a couple of hours you'll be seeing a new fish 
the river - Bondu Fish.” 

‘Aar ignored him and hopped fast towards Jumbo who 
was in deep slumber. 






























<a 


ondu continued to enjoy 
himself, jumping up 
q and down in the 
water, Gradually 
YY the current of 
the river began WA 
getting stronger. 
Bondu felt tired and 


decided he had enough of it. 
He wanted to reach the bank of 


the river. But the strong cur- 
rent tHrew him back ha 


deeper into the water. 
‘Soon, Bondu could not 
feel the bottom of the 


river, he was drown- 
ing! 
“Help!” he yelled. The 


“He...1..p he gasped. 
Bondu's screams woke up some of the 

inmates of the forest. They pricked up their 

ear. ‘Someone seemed to be screaming.’ 


‘They saw Bondu bobbing up and down. Now 
he's here and now he's gone! 

“Bondu is in bad trouble,” Kangaroo 
voiced everybody's fear aloud. 
“We better fetch help," said Mynah. 


ine GOOSIE 

























Thave a little goose 
‘Whom I call goosie. 
Her feathers are so fluffy 
But she is so fussy. 


On time she should get: her 
food, 

Or she'll be in a bad mood. 

‘When she is hungry 

She is very very angry. 


She is four moths old 
And is as precious as gold. 
She is now white as snow 
‘What she'll be in future 

I don’t know. 


Oh, she is a delight! 

And she is so bright 

Her beak is so strong 

And her neck very long 
But she is my darling Goosie. 


P. Pearlin Grace (aged 12), 
Std VIL, Katpadi - 652 007. 
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Suddenly Bondu was no more 
visible, Parrot dashed off to call for 
help but he had hardly taken a few 
flaps of his wings when he almost 
bumped into Jumbo, “Jumbo! 
Quick! Bondu..." 

“| know... Aar told me...." and 
Jumbo dived into the river. The 
strong current was no match for 
him, Parrot flew over the spot in the 
river where Bondu was last seen 
before he disappeared. Jumbo lo- 
cated him with his trunk and car- 
ried the cold and lifeless Bondu to 
the safety of the bank, 

Waiting on the bank, among the 
ther animals was Aar and Dr, Owl. 
Dr, Owl went into action immedi- 
ately, He closed Bondu’s nostrils 
and began to breath air trom his 
‘mouth, into Bondu's mouth, Soon, 
the air reached Bondu's lungs. As 
the animals watched, hoping and 
praying for Bondu’s recovery, the 
little monkey coughed out the wa- 
ter. He regained consciousness 
and blinked foolishly. Everyone 
heaved a sigh of relief 

“Thank you Doctor,” 
slowly stammered, 

"Not me. It was Aar’s timely ac- 
tion that saved you. He disturbed 
the-deeply-in-sleep-Jumbo who 
managed to reach the river before 
it was too late." 

Bondu grinned at Aar and 
Jumbo gratefully. “My wish to be a 
fish will never be realized” he said 
‘evoking laughter from everybody, 

Farhat Rehman 
Bangalore. 
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Bondu 


PUZZLE 


CAN YOU.SUPPLY © 
THE MISSING 
WORDS? 


1, Asfitas a. 
2. As dull as 


















3. As rich as 

4, As wise as . 

5. As oldas... 4. To... the lly and.....fefined 
6. A doubting gold. 

7. Apeeping 14, The child is...AN, 

8. Anosey 





9. Let the cobbler stick .. 

10. A rolling stone gathers... 
11. The proof of puddings. 
42. lam alpha and omeg: 












a CHINES 


3 big boiled and sliced potatoes spring 
tsp chopped garlic 
2tsp chopped spring onions 
Itsp black pepper 
Ttsp corn flour 
Lisp soya sauce 
2 thsps oll 
salt (0 taste 
Heat the oll, Add the chopped 
garlic and fry until golden 
brown, Add the sliced potatoes. 
and fry. Mix cornflour in water 
‘and add it to the mixture then 
srdd soya sauce, salt and stir. You 
sean decorate it with chopped 
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‘Smt. Visalakshi Ramani 
Coimbatore 641 002. 


Answers 'on page 65 


CPOTATO 





onions. Serve hot. 
P, Sajitha Sivadasan 
(aged 15), 
Carmel High School, 
Calcutta. 



















Wer isso dente, 


ry You never can be precise, 
It’s like a system, 


Immense in its size. 





‘You have your list of joys, 

‘And sorrows too, to share. 
But this you have to know, 
With life you have to bear. 


So face life with forbearance, 

And learn to live with woes, 

Life's not a bed of roses, 

As the saying ge 
G 





MAZE - PAZE—_—________ 
This little duckling has lost her way. Can you guide her back to the| 
lduck-pond, near her home? Remember, she ean’t climb water falls! : 
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REVOLUTION 


7. NADAGAM | 7. NADAGAM (PLAY) | 


rowds on in from all 
quarters to watch the play 
atthe fair, As usual, after the 


fair there was going to be a feast 
which was prepared by collecting 
all the required foodstuff from 
houses in the village, 

Some of them donated rice, 
while others donated all types of 
pulses grown in that season. 
Kannan's grandma took the 
responsibility of preparing Vadai 
and Payasam for the whole village. 
Everyone was in a festive mood. 

The play began with Murthy 
struggling to raise the curtain and 
falling down with Bheema's robes 
‘on him, At this, the crowd burst 
‘out laughing and whistled 
loudly, Finally all the 
members of the play 
pitched in and after much 
ado the curtain was 
raised, 


he play open- 
ed with a bat- 
tlefield scene. 


There were many 


dead soldiers and 
Kings. 
58 





(Enter Dharmaraja and Arjuna.] 
Dharmaraja (Kannan) : Arjuna, 
can you see the battlefield? So 
many of my nearest kin and faith- 
ful soldiers lie dead! All this is due 
to Karna, If you do not stop him, 
‘we will surely lose the battle. 
Arjuna (Manohar 


who has forgotten 
































to remove his glasses) : Don't fear 
elder brother, | will surely kill that 
son of a charioteer.... 

Dharmaraja (in whispers) : P-s- 
s+t! You fool, remove your specs... 

Arjuna (unable to hear, contin- 
ues) : | will promise by... (stutters 
seeing the crowd laugh at him) | 
swear upon my spectacles that Ill 
kill Karna. (bites his finger realis- 
ing his mistake and, ashamed of 
himself, exits.) 

The crowd laughed at the flee- 
ing Arjuna alias Manohar and 
jeered at him. 

Dharmaraja ; Murthy, drop the 


curtain, you fool! 
(Murthy drops the curtain with a 
loud thud.) 
















ith the opening of the next 
scene the crowd had in- 
creased in number. (hear- 


ing the peals of laughter many had 
got in paying double the amount 
for the ticket!) 

Curtains rise. 

Karna (Kovalan) : Bheema re- 
turn home, you are only a child 
compared to me. My arrows have 
shattered your mace to pieces. Go, 
back and send your brother, the 
proud Arjuna to fight me! (laughs 

loudly), Ha! Ha! Hal 
Voice : (from side stage) 
Stop it, you son of a chariot- 
eer, speak less and display 
your prowess. 

[The voice belongs to 
Arjuna, who enters stum- 
bling}, 

Arjuna: Ah, Karna, with 

Lord Krishna beside me, 

no one can defeat me. 

Beware, Karna! Come, 

face my arrows... (hold- 


ing the bow, he shoots 
some arrows). 

Karna : (whispers) 

Eh! Manohar turn to- 


wards me, you are 
facing the opposite 
side... 

Arjuna : (grop- 
ing, shouts loudly) 
Kovalan, Where 
are you...? 




















(At this the whole au- 
dience guttaws. Embar- 
rassed, the two depart 
from the stage and the 
ctirtain falls again, of 
course, with aloud thud, 

After the laughter has 
subsided the curtain is 
raised again) 

Bheema (Murthy) + 
Dear brother, (popping 
fried horse gram into his 
mouth) now. that we 
have killed Dushasana 
and Duryodhana, the 
Kingdom is ours. 1 

Dharmaraja ; You are 
right Bheema, but | now 
feel that we should let 
our children rule the 
Kingdom, Let us climb 
Mount Kailas and reach 
heaven. 

[Curtain drops, goes 
up again and the next 
scene begins.) 


harmaraja :’Oh, 
my dear broth- 
q ers, what’ sin 


have | committed to see 
you all die, Oh, God! the 
Madri brothers dearest 
to me fell down the 
motintain fitst, proud 
Arjuna the pride of my 
heart died next and 
Dratipadi followed suit, 
with him, Now Bheema 
has also fallen. 

‘Only this faithful, loyal 


dog (pointing to Moti) who has been follow- 
ing me and my brothers from the time we 
began to climb the mountain, is with me. 

[Dharmaraja (Kannan) walks briskly on the 
stage with his Angavastram sweeping the 
floor. 

‘Moti seeing Kannan's trailing Angavastram 
takes a fancy to it, chases him and 
tugs at it.) 

Dharmaraja_ (Kannan, 
shouts) : Leave it Moti, you 
stupid dog 

“Woot, Woot," retorted Moti, 
pulled the Angavastram and ran 
away with it 

The crowd seeing this 
laughed and laughed until 
their stomachs ached. 

Kannan ran after Moti 
tripping once or twice on 
his dhoti, The curtain fel 
The whole crowd left, hav- 
ing a good laugh at the boys. 




















ater all the boys along 

with some of the elders 

laid plantain leaves for 
the villagers and served them 
with piping hot vadai and 
payasam, Many of them praised 
the boys for giving them such a 
delightful time. The boys grinned 
at this sheepishly, 

When Kannan and Kovalan 
were serving along with 
Manohar, one of the 
boys commented 
loudly, “You made fools of your- 
selves, Oh, 1am sorry, {forgot that 
you were already fools,” and he 
burst out laughing. 
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At this, Kannan rolled his sleeves and 
clenched his fists. Manohar stopped him 
and said, "No, Kannan this:is a village 
fair and we are the hosts, so control your 
anger.” 


He then turned towards the arrogant boy 
and said, "If you have the guts, Vivek, let us 
play a cricket match on Saturday afternoon 
alter schoo!; and we'll see who the fools are, 
you or us!" 
Vivdk said, “Don't worry Manohar, mi 
boys and | will surely defeat you, agai 
Kannan burstout, “We'll see who the 
k. winner is on Saturday." He spoke to 
YY Manohar, “Call all the members of the 
J club to a meeting, today," and’he 

went out followed by Manohar. 








assembled: Kannan tured to- 
wards them and said "We'll 
have a match on Saturday. I'll be the 
captain, Manohar will be the vice cap- 
tain, Murthy will:be the wicket-keeper 
and the field positions ofthe rest will be 
decided by Kovalan. We've got to win this 
match to save the honour of our club and 
I'm sure we will win!™ 
Kovalan gathered the other boys arid al- 
lotted them particular field positions which 
he said might be changed during the 
course of the match, The boys made 
Murthy’s father agree to’be the 
umpire, The boys began to prac- 
tise very hard for the coming 
match. * 


I nthe evening, all the boys had 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 
G. Ravi, 
Bangalore. 
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PHYSICAL 
PROVERBS! 


1. Gains are directly proportional 

















to pains, 
2 The number of cooks are like - minded people. 
6, Contempt is a by-product of 
familiarity 


Allthese sound funnily familiar, 
don't they? All young scientists - 
buck up, decipher these physical 
proverbs! 


inversely proportional to the 
quality of the broth. 

3. The closing and opening of 
doors by god obeys the law 
of conservation. 

4, Magnitude of help=max, when 
source = self 

5. A cohesive force acts between T.APriyad: 

Boston Matric Hr.Sec.School, 

Chennai - 18. 
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CROSSWORDS:7 











CAN YOU SUPPLY Pase-ss 
THE MISSING 
WORDS? 8. Parker 


1. Fiddle 9. To his last 
2.Ditchwater 10. No moss 

a. Croesus 11. in the eating 
4, Solomon 12, The beginning 
5. Methuselah and the end 
6. Thomas 13. Paint, gild 
7.Tom 14, The father of 





Viggy. if you don’t know where the 
Himalayas are, ! am going to send you out 
of the class. 

Honest, si 





jidn't take them. 
M. Praveen (aged 14) 


Petit seminaure Hr. Sec. School 
ren Pondy- 11 
ai 
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[Teenage Crush 











ust imagine!” Ayesha 
exclaimed. “In a few 
hours we will be seeing 
him in person!” 

“Ooh! It's a great day for us!” 

said Ruth. 

“Have your autograph books 





“Yes, there will be a huge 
crowd," said Balwinder. “I do 
hope we will be able to get near 
him." 

“And perhaps shake hands 
with him," said Ruth, gig- 
ling 





The four girls 
were talking 


about Shamnath, the popular film 
star. He was to come to their area 
and declare open a jewellery 
shop. The girls were all excited 
because they were his avid fans. 

Ayesha, Vaidehi, Ruth and 
Balwinder were sitting on a park 
bench near Vaidehi's house, and 
planning their strategy of going 
close enough to Shamnath to get 
his autograph. 





While they were talking, Arvind, 
Vaidehi's cousin, who was a lec- 
turer in a college, happened to 
come that way. 

“"What are you kids doing?” he 
asked them pleasantly. 

“We're not kids,” said Vaidehi 
with a pout 

“We are young ladies,” said 
Ruth. 

“| wouldn't have known if you 
hadn't told me," Arvind said with 
abroad smile, 

“Very funny," Vaidehi 

said. 

“Are you going 

to see Sham- 

ath?” Ayesha 










asked Arvind, 

"No. Are you?" 

“Of course!" 
Balwinder said 
“He's the greatest!” 

“Greatest what?" 
Arvind asked. 

“The greatest man 
alive!” Ayesha said, 

“The mostest!” Ruth 
gushed. 
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ow’s that?” Arvind wan- 
ted to know. “Has he in- 
vented the aeroplane, or 


painted a Mona Lisa, or 
propounded the Theory of Rela- 
tivity, or written The Ramayana, or 
liberated a nation, or...” 
‘Oh, stop it!” Ruth snapped. 
“Afilm star doesn't do all these 
things,” Ayesha said. 
‘So glad that you know that,” 
Arvind said 
“You should see Shamnath 
fighting!” said Vaidehi. “He 
can knock out ten men 
ata time.” 


“That's because those ten men. 
have been paid to take a fall. Itis 
their job." 

“Even if the enemies have guns 
and knives, Shamnath would 
tack them with his bare hand 
Ruth said 

“Fools rush in where angels 
fear to tread,” Arvind said. “ 
clever man knows he shouldn't 
fight when the odds are against 
him.” 

“So you think Shamnath should 

run away?” Vaidehi asked. 

“He who fights and runs 

away lives to fight an- 
other day.” 
“He can drivea 




















car up the steepest mountain,” 
Vaidehi said, 

“With camera tricks of course.” 
Arvind said 

“And what style, yaar!’ Ayesha 
said. “Look at the poses he 
strikes!” 

“A litle effeminate if you ask 
me.” 











“Arvind, you know nothing 
about these things,” Vaidehi said 
angrily 

“How wittily Shamnath 
speaks!" Balwinder said. "Such 
funny lines!" 

“Written by the dialogue writer. 

“And what about his songs, 
Ruth said, “They are fabulous.” 


voice,” Arvind said, "The first 
verse is in Australia, the sec- 
ond in Singapore, and the 
third in Holland. They 
seem to get separate vi- 
sas for each stanza 
nowadays. What a 
waste of foreign ex. 
change.” 
“You don't know 
how to appreciate 
these things,” Ruth 
said. “Shamnath is a 
great man, He is so kind 
to the poor.” 

‘Only on screen.” 
You saw the way he 
smokes, so stylish!" Ayesha 
said, 













‘Sung in somebody else's 


“Cigarette smoking is injurious 
to health.” 

“Arvind, your are an old fuddy- 
duddy,” Vaidehi said, 

“if Shamnath stands for elec- 
tion, he will sweep the polls,” 
Balwinder said, 

“You should know the differ- 
ence between make-believe and 
reality. Cinema is 
for entertainment. 
You shouldn't 
confuse an en- 
tertainer with a 
leader of men 
Everything is 
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faked in films. Enjoy it by all 
means, but don't mistake it for real 
lite, 

Go on Grandpa,” Vaidehi 
Said. ."Give your lecture some- 
where else." 

“Goodbye, girls, sorry, young 
ladies, remember, Shamnath is 
just an ordinary person projected 
‘on a big screen as a superior hu- 
man being.” 

“Goodbye, old man,” the girls 
chorused as Arvind moved off 
laughing 

‘What a contrast Arvind is to 

mnath!" Ayesha said. 

\eYes. Look at his dress - always 

white shirt, white trousers and 
nyges shoes," Vaidehi said 
“Qpamnath wears such jazzy 
clothes.” 

“Arvind will perhaps say they 
are effeminate,” Ruth said. 

“The old fogey!" Balwinder 
said. 


hat evening there was a 
huge crowd milling 
round in front of the 





jewellery shop. Policemen were 
having a tough time controlling 
the mass of excited people. 

Shamnath arrived over two 
hours late. His car inched its way 
through the crowd. 

Young girls became hysterical. 
They kept screaming. Young 
boys yelled and whistled. Older 
people craned their necks to get 
a glimpse of the phenomenon. 

Shamnath got out of the car 
and walked very stylishly — hips 
swinging right and left — and 
reached the small platform put up 
for the occasion. He leapt lightly 
‘on to it, hunched his shoulders 
and threw out his arms in an all- 
embracing gesture. The crowd 
went wild. Shrieks and yells and 
whistles filled the air. 

Shamnath took off and put on 
his dark glasses three or four 
times and got a thunderous ap- 
plause for that. 

Ayesha, Ruth, Vaidehi and 
Balwinder pushed and shoved, 


trying to go closer to the platform. 
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But they were pushed back by the 
crowd. They never stopped try- 
ing though. 


uddenly Ruth saw a gap 
inthe crowd and darted 
through it. Very soon 


she was quite close to the plat- 
form. Knowing that they would not 
be able to do the same, her 
friends called out to her to get au- 
tographs in their books too. They 
tried to pass on the books to her, 
but could not. 

Finally Ayesha decided to 
throw her book over'the heads of 
the people to Ruth. “Ruth!” she 
called out. "Catch!" And then 
with a brisk flick of her arm she 
flung the rather large book to- 
wards Ruth. It sailed over the 
heads of the people. Ruth tried 
tocatch it. Butit went high above 
and fell with a loud ‘Splat’ on the 
platform behind Shamnath. 

The noise startled the great 





Fools rush in where angels 
fear to tread’ is a line from 
A lexandr Pope's Essay on Criti= 
‘cism (1711). Itmeans: foolish 
jople act hastily and do 
gs which wiser people 
ould avoid. ‘Angels’ here re- 
fers to people of wisdom. 
‘He who fights and runs 
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hero, who had not noticed the 
book coming high in the air. He 
leapt up like a frightened horse, 
his eyes wide with terror. And then 
he turned and darted into the jew- 
ellery store. 

“itis only an autograph book,” 
the people standing near by told 
him, The star gave a sickly smile, 
But his face was pale with fright, 

‘The four girls had observed this 
with shock, Suddenly it was not 
so important to get Shamnath’s 
autograph. 

“Come, lt's go and have some 
ice-cream," said Balwinder. 

“Yes,” said Ayesha, and did not 
‘even bother to get back her auto- 
graph book. 

They walked away, and then 
suddenly, they started laughing, 
They laughed and they laughed. 

Itlooked as if they would never 
stop laughing. 
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think that some people 
change into wolves during 
full moon. 


The word ‘lunatic’ comes 
from the Latin word ‘luna’ 
which means ‘moon’. It is 


Greeks thought that the 
stars and planets they 
could see were gods living in the 
sky. They gave these heav- 
enly bodies the 
names of their gods 
and goddesses. The 
Moon was known as Diana and WS believed that 
also the goddess of the hunts. anybody whois 
The colour of themoon's surface mad has been 
and the dark patches on it made affected in 
some people think thatitwasmade some way by 
of green cheese. the moon. Full 
Werewolves are also said tobe Toon is sup- 
affected by the moon. People still _POSed to affect 


WHEELS QF THE NATION 

a llofus enjoy traintravel, 

We take the train for 

( nei. pleasure or business: to 

aie =) Fay attend a marriage or in con- 

H nection with a religious yatra, 

Hi Without it we would be greatly 
‘ handicapped. 


T he ancient Romans and 
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‘on the moon,'We now know that 
these different colours are caused 
by the mountains, plains and cir- 
cular craters on the moon's sur- 
face. 


‘There are many superstitions 


a 
the lunatics greatly. WS 
People thought that the dark 
patches on the moon formed a kind 
‘of face which they called ‘the Man 
as 


connected with the moon. Itis said 
to be unlucky to look at a new 
moon. But the full moon is the time 
to make wishes 
or choose a life 
~ partner. 


R. Anjoo Sharon 
(age 14) 
Std X, 
Coimbatore-2 


exces in which iss 
} manufactured? One such fac- 
tory is situated in Avadi, Chennai, 


and is known as Integral Coach 
Factory, or ICF for short. It was set 
‘upin 1955, 
“Tha coaches are put to service 
in various parts of our country. Af- 
"tera specified period they are over 
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zamindar had 
‘come to pay a 
visit to his 


estate, It was on the 
banks of the river 
Padma, He lived in a 
boat house moored on 
the river banks, The 
zamindar was not only 
a tall and handsome 
‘man but was also well 
‘mannered and altruistic 
These qualities made 
him different from the 
zamindars of Bengal 
He was not 
interested in the affairs 


of his landed property. He was a busy 
poet immersed in his literary works: 

He had just lost his father and had 
to pay a visit to his estate, This was an 
old custom, 

‘The tenants, who lived and worked 
on the estate came to meet him. They 
carried presents for him, This was their 
contribution towards the expenses of 
the shradh* — It was a long established 
practice. 

Presents towards the expenses of 
the shradh! It shocked the zamindar. 
(On the first day he accepted the gifts 
reluctantly. He did not want to hurt 
the feelings of the tenants. But, on 
the second day,he revolted. He called 
everybody. 
Cremation ceremony 
ry 


PERSONALITY 


“It’s my father’s 
shradh!" said he, with 
asad expression. “Is it 
not shameful that | 
should accept contri- 
butions from you? 
Please take them all 
back!" he said, firmly 
and returned all the 
sifts, 

The employees of 
the estate were not 
surprised. They knew 
their poet zamindar 
well. But the tenants 
looked puzzled. They 
had never seen sucti@ 








zamindar! ‘ 
‘This zamindariif you haven't already 
guessed, was none other than the great 
poet, Rabindra Nath Tagore! He was 
not only a great poet but a patriot, 
thinker,educationist anda. chr 
He won the Nobel prize fo 
literary work, Gitanjal’, a collection 
of prayer offerings to God. When,the 
British honoured him with knighthood, 
he refused it in protest against ithe 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre, His song 
‘Jana, gana, mano, adhinayaka’ on 
national integration became our 
National Anthem after Independence. 
Letus offer our tribute to this great 
‘man on his birthday on May 7. 
Sukendhu Dutta, 
Calcutta. 
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Story - F. Leena Mary 
Kanyakumari, 
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‘The thankful bee 
flew away. But the 
place where he sat 























“RED -NOSE-DAY’ 


‘Red Nose Day’ is an orgy of na- 
tional siliness when Britons drop 
their traditional reserve and clown 


around in false noses, It Aims to 
raise at least £22 milllion for good 
causes in London, 'Red-Nose-Year 
- 19977 is organised by the Comic 
Relief Organisation, The event was 
first launched in 1988. The cash 
comes from the sale of millions of 
red fur and plastic noses by Comic 
Relief. The recent programme in- 
cluded an eight hour Comic Relief 
extravaganza on BBC TV, with view- 
ers invited to phone in with dona- 
tions, and a sponsored fun- run 
through London. 
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TYPING RECORD 


In a bid to get his name in the 
Limca Book of Records, a 26 year- 
old youth Rajesh Kumar Singh, 
from Jamshedpur, completed 101 
hours of non-stop English typing 
‘on March 12, 1997. 

Rajesh began typing on March 
8, 1997 and finished the task four 
days later, 


3- Eyed Man 


‘A3-eyed man has been discov- 
ered in China, with an additional 
eye located on his left temple 
Dr.Zheng-Yizhong from Putian 
Hospital in Fujian province said 
that the third eye had an eyebrow, 
eyelid, eyelashes, a tear gland, 
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and a pupil which moves in time 
with his other eyes. However, the 
25-year-old was blind in both his 
left and his third eye. The man's 
parents affirmed that his vision had 
always been poor. 

Only three such cases were 
known world wide, a Shanghai 
newspaper reported. 





NAPPY FOR HAPPY 


‘An Australian company has de- 
veloped ‘Nappies’ for horses that 
may revolutionise stable hygiene, 
pasture management and parasite 
control. It is the result of 4 years of 
tests on over 1,000 horses 


LONGEST CHAIN 


Dr. Captain Brahmjit Singh- 
Sindhu of Army Medical Corps in 
the Army Hospital in Delhi along 
with his brother, Captain Jagjit 
Singh Sindhu of Bombay made a 
2.07 km. long chain of wrappers. 
This longest wrapper-chain, made 
of about 26,000 sweet wrappers, 
is to convey a message of 
conservation. 
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In 1990, when Sindhu brothers 
were in school, they made an egg- 
shell statue of a rural Indian 
woman clad in ‘Ghagra,’ with a pot 
balanced on her head. It took 5 
months to complete. Then they 
made a model of a soft drink bot- 
tle, 8 feet-tall using ice-cream 
sticks. 


“HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU” 


The song most often sung in 
English is "Happy Birthday to you.” 
It was written by two Sunday 
School teachers from Kentucky, 





“Good 


gare 


who called it 

Morning to all.” 

‘Suresh K. Anjum, 
Calcutta. 


7 





SONMAG 
FROG CONTEST 


Jumping frog contest is held 
in California every year in May. 
People from various parts of the 
world bring specially trained 
frogs for the contest. Each frog is 
given three jumps. The frog which 

jumps 




















farthest is 
announced as the champion 
of the year, It has its name 
engraved on a large silver cup! 
Mark Twain wrote a story 
about this contest and 
called it ‘The Celebrated 


Jumping Frog of Calaveras 
Country!’ 


BIRD DAY IN MAY 


Birds are our feathered 
friends, so we have to honour 
them, Schoo! children in 
U.S.A. and Canada have ay 
special day in Spring Season 
to honour the birds. tis. 
called ‘The Bird Day’, 
People of 

Germany go 

one step 
-—.. further in 


P honouring 


the birds. They 
hold singing 
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competitions for the birds and 
present the winner with a cage 
decorated with lovely flowers as 
the prize! Every year a singing 
contest is held in the Harz 
mountains in Germany . People 
living there raise canaries and 
bring them together to judge 
which is the best singer. 


THE MEMORIAL DAY 


The Memorial Day is a day to 


ay 


honour the Americans who have 
died in wars, The idea started 
during the civil war, when some 
Southern women placed flowers 
(on the graves of both the 
confederates and the Union. In 
1868, atter the Civil War, Major 
General John. A. Logan named 
30th May, as the day to decorate 
fhe graves of the North- 
ernsoldiers. Since 
then The Memorial 
Day has become a 
day to honour all 
the Americans who. 
died in the Civil War 
and the wars that 
followed. People 
honour the dead 
war heroes by 
placing flowers and 
flags on their 
graves. Memorial 
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Day is now observed either on 
30th of May or on the last 
monday in May. 


THE RACE AMONG 
THE SAINTS 


Ever since the 12th Century, 
the people of Gubbio, in Northern 
italy have staged a rigged race 
to commemorate Saint Ubaldo. 
He is believed to have saved the 
town from invasion at that time. In 
‘May, during The Festival of Can- 
dles, the statues of Saint Ubaldo, 
Saint George and Saint Anthony 
are paraded throught the town, 
atop poles 30 feet long, AMter- 
wards the statues are raced up 
the nearby Monte Ingino, 2700 
feet high, to the church of Saint 
‘Ubaldo, The tracks are too 
narrow to allow overtaking by the 
racers and the result of the race 
has been the same ever since it 
was started, Saint Ubaldo arrives, 
first, followed by Saint George 
and Saint Anthony! 

- VISHAL 


\ 
SUMMER HOLS ~ PAINTING COMPETITION! | 


Hello Readers, 


Now that you are well into your holidays, pick 
up your brushes, paints and splash away. 


Colour the cool boating scene, amidst moun- 
tains and conifers and send it to us. 





We must receive all your entries by 
25th June. f 
# 


Wy 


Note : You must be aged below 15 / 


Sena your full name and of 
complete address. ©, 





You can send only one entry. 0) 


Do not forget to mention your“ 
school and class. 


‘ated, printed and publahed by K Rajendran on behalf of Bharathan Publications Private Limited st 
‘hear 
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